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LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE
Scientific Name: Lanius ludovicianus

Range: In Ontario, limestone plains at
the southern edge of Canadian Shield

Habitat loss has been a major threat to the Loggerhead Shrike. It is now endangered
in Ontario. In 1993 a National Loggerhead Shrike Recovery Plan was finalized. Work
on the plan is ongoing, and it includes a captive breeding program at the Metro Toronto
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THREATS NAPANEE PLAIN
There is less natural habitat available for the The Napanee Plain has been designated an
Loggerhead Shrike because of intensive farming Important Bird Area (IBA) due to its significant share
practices, reforestation and development. Quite of an endangered bird population. In 2005 there
often young shrikes will be killed on the road where were only 11 breeding pairs in this area. There are
they forage for dead insects. They need open only about 40 breeding pairs in Ontario.
country or a combination of pasture or grassland with
scattered low trees or shrubs for hunting. Since 1991, there have been spring and summer
surveys for shrikes here, as well as studies on
F O 0 D behaviour and nesting success. In cattle pastures,
The Loggerhead Shrike is sometimes called the red cedar trees are the main nest and perch tree.
“butcher bird”. It is a predatory bird that kills and Stewardship activities focus on removing excess
eats mostly insects, but will sometimes eat smaller shrubs and installing fencing so that livestock can
birds or mice. It often kills its prey by impaling it on graze, keeping the grass at an ideal height for
twigs and thorns. shrikes to spot their prey. .‘,‘\
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